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AXKEKE    JAXSE. 


,  This  famous  character  has  been  so  long  and 

so  prominently  before  the  public,  it  would 
hardly  be  expected  that  much  of  interest  re- 
specting her  could  be  found  at  this  day.  But 
in  delving  among  the  public  records,  we  cou- 
\  tinue  to  find  new  facts,  which  aid  in  develop- 

ing her  history.  She  was  among  the  first 
immigrants  that  came  to  settle  the  manor  of 
Rensselaerswyck  and  arrived  in  1630,  with  her 
husband  Iloelofr'  Jansen,  Van  Maesterlandt, 
who  came  out  with  his  family  as  farmer  to  the 
patroon  at  a  salary  of  seventy-two  dollars  a 
year.1  Five  or  six  years  afterwards  the  fam- 
ily was  settled  at  "New  Amsterdam,  now  IS*ew 
York,  where  he  received  a  patent  from  Go- 
vernor Van  Twiller  in  1636,  for  31  morgens, 


O'Cnllarjhan's  ITew  Net-herland,  i,  433. 
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ANNEKE  JAN3E. 


1  This  is  the  only  baptismal  I  remember  to  have  met 
■with  that  has  ke  fur  je.  Annetje  signifies,  when  applied  to 
children,  little  Anna  ;  and  in  all  cases  is  a  term  of  endear- 
ment. 


or  62  acres,  of  land,  lying  along  the  North  .      ! 

river.     About  this  time  he  died,  and  in  1637 

or  1638,  Anneke  married  the  Rev.  Everardus  r 

Bogardus,    the   first  settled  minister  of  the  ,  ; 

place.     He  died  in  1647  and  she  returned  to 

Albany,  where  her  residence  was  on  the  east 

corner  of  State  and  James  streets.     She  died 

in  1663,  and  was  buried  in  the  churchyard  on 

Beaver  and  Hudson  streets,  now  the  site  of 

the  Second  or  Middle  Dutch  Church. 

i 

Anneke1  had  eight  children,  four  by  each 

husband,  of  whom  three  daughters  and  three  <  • 

sons  married  and  had  families,  aud  their  de-  / 

>. 

sceudants  at  this  day  are  in  truth  a  multitude.  ( 

The  children  of  Roelof!'  and  Anneke  Janse 

were: 

1.  Sarah,  who  married  surgeon  Hans  Kier- 

stede,  29  June,  1642.     After  his  death  she  [; 

( 
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ANNEKE  JANSE.  5 

married  in  16G9,  Cornelis  Van  Borsura,  of 
Brooklyn    ferry,  whom    she    outlived,    and 
y  in  1683  married  Elbert  Elbertsen   of  New 

,  York. 

2.  Catrina,  who  married  Lucas  Rodenburg, 
}  vice  director  of  Curacoa,  and  after  his  death, 

/  Johannes  Van  Brugh,  a  prominent  merchant 

1*  and  magistrate  of  New  Amsterdam. 

3.  Fijtie  (in  English  Sophia),  who  married 
Pietcr  Hartgers  Van  Vee.     He  came  over  in 
1G43,  and  was  commissaris  at  Fort  Orange, 
1654.     He  died  in  Holland  1670,  leaving  two 
li  daughters,  Jannetje  and  Rachel,  mentioned 

in  the  will  of  Anneke. 

4.  Jan,  who  at  his  mother's  death  was  un- 
married. He  is  supposed  to  have  been  the 
person  that  accidentally  killed  Gerrit  Verbeek 
in  Albany  in  1665,  and  was  himself  slain  in 
the  massacre  at  Schenectady  in  1690. 

The  children  of  Dom.  Bogardus  and  An- 
neke, were  four  sons,  William,  Cornelis,  Jo- 
nas, and  Pieter. 
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6  ANNEKE  JANSE. 

1.  "William  Bogardus  was  appointed  clerk 
in  the  secretary's  office  at  New  Amsterdam 
in  1656;  and  in  1687  was  postmaster  of  the 
province.  He  was  twice  married,  and  had 
nine  children. 

2.  Cornells  was  born  in  1640;  he  married 
Helen,  a  daughter  of  "William  Teller,  of 
Albany,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in' 
1666.  His  boedel,  or  personal  estate,  was  sold 
by  public  vendue  in  the  same  year,  and  the 
proceeds  amounted  to  2015  guilders,  a  large 
sum  for  the  time.  He  left  one  son  Cornells, 
who  died  1707,  and  the  descendants  of  this 
son  were  the  first  contestants  for  a  portion 
of  the  grant  of  Trinity  church. 

3.  Jonas  was  baptized  in  January,  1643, 
and  probably  died  unmarried. 

4.  Pieter  was  born  in  1645,  in  New  Am- 
sterdam, or  New  York.  He  subsequently 
settled  in  Albany,  where,  in  1673,  he  was  one 
of  the  magistrates,  and  in  1690  was  commis- 
sioned  with   others    to  treat  with  the  Five 
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Nations,  and  to  look  after  the  defence  of  the 
town.  lie  married  Wyntje  Cornelise  Bosch, 
and  had  eijrht  children.     He  made  his  will 

O 

Feb.,  1702,  and  died  in  Kingston,  1703. 

A  table  of  a  portion  of  the  descendants 
of  this  family  is  given  in  the  second  volume 
of  the  Historical  Collections  of  Albany.  It 
has  been  calculated  that  if  their  ancient 
farm  in  New  York,  now  in  possession  of 
Trinity  church,  and  supposed  to  be  worth 
several  millions,  was  recovered  and  equally 
■ii  apportioned  among  all  who  claim  to  be  the 

descendants  of  Anneke  Janse,  it  would 
give  them  about  twenty  shillings  a  piece. 

The  Will  of  Anneke  Jans  is  recorded  in 
the  book  of  Notarial  Papers,  preserved  in  the 
County  clerk's  office,  p.  296,  and  is  as  follows : 


,! 
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8  ANNEKE  JANSE.  '■ 

In  the  name  of  the  Lord,  Amen,  know  all 
men,  that  on  this  29th.  day  of  January,  1G63,- 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoou,  before 
me,  Dirck  Van  Schelluyne,  Notary  Public,  f 

and  before  the  afterward  named  witnesses, 
personally  came  and  appeared,  the  virtuous 
Anneke  Janse,  ürst,  widow  of  Roelott'  Junse 
Van  Masterland,  and  now  last,  of  the  minis- 
ter, Do.  Everhardus  Bogardus,  dwelling  in 
the  village  of  Beverwyck,  (well  known  to  us, 
notary  and  witnesses).     She,  the   appearer,  ^ 

lying  sick  abed,  but  her  senses,  reason,  mem- 
297]  ory  and  understanding  perfectly  strong, 
as  is  quite  evident  to  us :  which  appearer,  con- 
sidering the  shortness  and  frailty  of  human 
life,  the  certainty  of  death,  and  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  hour  thereof,  and  wishing, 
therefore,  to  anticipate  the  same  by  a  proper 
disposition  of  her  temporal  estate  to  be  left 
behind,  very  deliberately  declares,  without 
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i 

In  den  name  des  Heeren  Amen,  Keune- 

i  .  -lick  sy  eenen  ydcr,  dat  op  huyden  deu  20 

January  1663  des  namiddachs  de  clocke 
ontrent  vier  uyren,  voor  my  Dirck  Yan 
Schelluyne   notaris   publicq,    ende   voor   de 

h-  naergenoemde    getuygen    in    cygener    per- 

soone  gecomparcert  ende  verschenen  is,  de 

Ij  'i  Eerbaere  Anneke  Janse  eerst  weduwe  van 

Roeloffe  Janse  Van  Masterlant,  end  nu  lest 
van  predicant  D°  Everhardus  Bogardüs, 
woonende  binnen  den  Dorpe  Bevcrwyck 
(ons  notaris  en  getuygen  wel  bekent),  leg- 
gende sy,  comparantc,  sieckclick  te  bedde, 
,  i  doek  baere  siunen,  redenen,  memorie,  ende 

verstant  volcomen  maebtich  soo  ons  uyter- 
lick  is  gebleecken,  welcke  comparante  over 
deuckende  de  cort  ende  brosbeit  des  men- 
seben leven,  de  seeckerbeit  des  doots,  ende 
de  onseeckere  uyre  van  dien,  ende  wil- 
lende daeromme  de  selve  voorcomen  met 
beboorlicke  dispositie  over  baere  tydelicke 
naertelaten    goederen,    soo    verclaerde    sy, 
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10  ANNEKE  JANSE. 

inducement,  persuasion  or  misleading  of  any  . 

person,  that  she  has  made,  ordained  and  de- 
creed this  her  present  testament  to  be  her  last 
will ;  in  manner  following.  First  and  before, 
baud  commending  her  immortal  soul  to  the 
gracious  and  merciful  hands  of  God,  her 
Creator  and  Redeemer,  and  her  body  to  a 
Christian  burial,  and  revoking,  cancelling 
and  annulling,  by  these  presents,  all  and  every 
such  testamentary  disposition  as  she  before 
the  date  of  this  may  have  made  and  executed,  ^ 

and  making  a  new  disposition.     She,  the  ap-  t' 

pearer  and  testatrix,  by  these  presents,  nom-  .' 

iuates  and  institutes,  her  children,  to  wit, 
Sara  Roeloffse,  wife  of  Mr.  Ilaus  Kierstede, 
Catrina  Roeloftse,  wife  of  Johannes  Yan 
Brucrh,  together  with  Jannetie  and  Rachel 


,! 


ANNEKE  JANSE.  11 

comparante,  wel  bedachtelick  sonder  induc- 
tie, persuatie,  ofte  misleydinge  van  ymanden, 
gemaeckt,  geordineert  ende  besloten  te  heb- 
ben dit  haer  jegenwoordige  testament  laetst 
ende  ujterste  wille  in  voegen  en  manieren 
als  volcbt :  Bevolende  eerst  ende  alvoorens 
haere  onsterffelicke  sïele  inde  genadige  en 

i  barmhartige  handen  Godts,  haeren  Schepper 

ende  Salichmaecker,  end  haer  lichaem  de 
Christelicke  begravinge,  mitsgaders  revo- 
kerende,  casserende  doot  ende  te  niette 
doende  by  deses  alle  ende  jegelicke  soodanig 

|  testamentaire   dispositien   als   sy  voor   dato 

deses  gemaeckt  ende  gepasseert  soude  mo- 
gen hebben,  ende  van  nieuws  disponerende, 
verclaerde  sy,  comparante,  testatrice  by 
desen  tot  haer  eenige  ende  universeele  erf- 
genaemen  te  nomineren  ende  te  institueren 
haere  kindereu  met  namen  Sara  Roeloffse 
huysvrouw  van  Mr.  Hans  Kierstede,  Catrina 
Roeïofïse  huysvrouw  van  Johannes  Van 
Brugh,  mitsgaders  Jannetie  en  Rachel  Hart- 


]2  ANNEKE  JANSE.  ''       j 

Hartsrers,  children  of  her  daughter  Sytge 
Roeloffse  deceased,  late  wife  of  Pieter  Ilart- 
gers  (jointly  standing  in  their  mother's  place) :  '•. 

298]  item   her   son    Jan  Roeloftse,   together  /  ;] 

with  Willem,    Cornells,  Jonas,    and  Pieter 
Bogardus,  as  the  sole  and  universal  heirs  of 
the  estate  real  and  personal,  claims,  credits, 
gold  and  silver,  coined  and  uncoined,  jewels, 
clothing,  linen  and  woolen,  household  furni- 
ture, nothing   excepted  or   reserved,  which  „  ' 
she  shall  leave  behind  on  her  death,  the  same,  { 
on  her  decease,  to  be  equally  divided  among                     /  » 
them  and  to  be  used  as  their  own  free  estate                    »' 
without  the  opposition  of  any  one  :  with  this 
express  restriction  and  condition,  neverthe- 
less, that  the  said  first  four  children  shall 
first  receive  their  bequest  from  their  paternal 
estate   in   a    bouwery   lying   on    Manhatan 
island,  on  the  North  river,  the  sum  of  one 
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ANNEKE  JANSE.  13 

gers  kinderen  van  haer  dochter  Sytge  E,oe- 
loffse  Salr  gewesen  huysvrouw  van  Pieter 
Ilartgers  (tsamen  by  representie  in  haer 
moeders  plaetse),  Item  haer  soon  Jan  Eoe- 
loffse,  mitsgaders  "Willem,  Cornelis,  Jonas 
ende  Pieter,  Bogaerdus;  ende  dat  in  alle 
de  goederen,  roerende,  onroerende,  actiën, 
crediten,  gelt  gout  silver  gemunt  en  onge- 
munt, jmveelen,  cleederen  linnen  wollen, 
huysraet,  geenige  uytgesondert  nochte  gere- 
serveert  die  sy  metter  doot  ontruymen  ende 
naerlaten  sal,  omme  tselve  nae  haer  over- 
leyden  onder  maelcanderen  by  egale  portion 
te  deelen,  en  daer  mede  te  doen  als  met  hun 
vry  eygen  goet,  sonder  tegenseggen  van 
ymanden. 

Behoudens  nochtans,  met  dese  expresse 
restrictie  en  conditie  dat  de  voors :  eerste 
kinderen  sullen  voor  afftrecken  uythaere 
vndcrlicke  gooderen  haer  bewesen  op  een 
bouwerye  gelegen  opt  Manhatans  Eylant 
aen  noort  Rivier,  de  somme  van  een  duysent 


\\ 


14  ANNEKE  JANSE. 

thousand  guilders  out  of  the  value  or  receipts 
from  said  bouwery  :  aud  seeing  that  three  of 
said  [children]  have  received  marriage  out-  r1 

fits  according  to  her  ability  :  therefore,  she,  v 

the  appearer.and  testatrix,  has  made  over  and 
bequeathed  to  said  Jan  Roeloffse  who  is  yet 
an  unmarried  man,  one  bed  and  a  milch  cow, 
and  to  Jonas  and  Pieter  Bogardus,  a  house  ; 

and  lot  standing  and  lying  on  the  west  side 
299]  of  her,  the  testatrix's,  dwelling  house, 
in  said   village   of    Beverwyck,  in    breadth  ^ 

reaching  up  to  her  chamber,  and  extend- 
ing also  in  length  back  to  the  bleaching  plat, 
together  with  a  bed  also  for  them  both, 
and  a  milch  cow  for  each  ;  item,  to  Cornelia 
Bogardus  also  a  bed  and  a  milch  cow;  which 
[bequests]  said  children  shall  draw,  for  what 
the  married  children  have  received  at  their 
marriage. 

Finally  she,  the  testatrix,  bequeathes  also, 
to  Roeloffse  Kierstede,  (her  daughter  Sara's 
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gul"  ende  dat  uyt  de  opcomsten  off  de  waer- 
dye  van  selve  Bouwerye ;  ende  aengesien 
drve  van  selve  ten  lmwelicken  state  nae 
haer  vermogen  uytgeset  synde  den  gemelten 
Jan  Eoeloffse  noch  jongman  söo  heeft  sy, 
comparante,  testatrice  aen  den  selven  in 
tegendeel  gemaeckt  en  gelegateert  een 
bedde,  en  een  melck  koe,  en  aen  Jonas 
en  Pieter  Bogaerdus  een  huysinge  en  erve 
staetide  en  gelegen  aende  westerlicke  syde 
van  haer  testatrices  woonhuysiuge  in  desen 
voois:  dorpe  Beverwyck  streckende  in 
V'j  (■  breete    tot    aende    earner  van    deselve,   en 

vervolgens  alsoo  in  lengte  tot  achter  aen  het 
bleyckvelt,  mitsgaders  noch  een  bedde  voor 
haer  beyden,  en  elck  een  melck  koe,  item 
aen  Cornelis  Bogaerdus  mede  een  bedde  en 
een  melck  koe,  twelckc  de  selve  kinderen 
verstrecken  sal  tegens  tgene  de  gebouwde 
kinderen  ten  huwelicke  hebben  genoten. 

Eyntelick  soo  legateert  sy,  testatrice,  noch 
aen  Roelof!'  Kierstede  (haer  dochter  Sara's 
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16  ANNEKE  JANSE. 

child),  a  silver  cup,  to  Anuetie  Van  Brugh, 
(her  daughter  Catrina's  child),  a  silver  cup, 
to  Jauuetie  aud  Rachel  Hartgers,  (her  daugh- 
ter Sytge's  children),  also  a  silver  cup  for  each 
to  the  child  of  Willem  Bogardus,  named 
Sytge,  also  a  silver  cup ;  all  which,  to  be  re- 
covered in  manner  and  form  as  above,  the 
said  children,  legatees,  shall  first  take  and 
receive  out  of  the  first  and  readiest  effects, 
and  then  come  into  a  participation  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  estate  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  heirs  above  nominated  and  instituted. 
The  foregoing,  she,  the  appearer  and  testatrix; 
declares  to  be  her  last  will  and  testament, 
wishing  and  desiring  that  the  same  after  her 
death,  shall  bring  forth  its  full  force  and 
effect,  whether  as  testament,  codicil,  dona- 
tion, gift  for  the  sake  of  the  deceased  (uyt 
saecke  cks  dools),  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  most 
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kind)  een  silveren  beecker,  acn  Annetie 
Van  Brugh  (haer  dochter  Catrina's  kint) 
een  silveren  beecker,  aen  Janoetie  en  Ra- 
chel Hartgers  (haer  dochter  Sytges  kin- 
deren) mede  elck  een  silveren  beecker,  en 
aen  het  kind  van  Willem  Bogaerdus  ge- 
naerat  Sytge  oock  een  silveren  beecker;  — 
allen  twelcke  de  voors:  kinderen  gelega- 
teerdcn  in  voegen  en  manieren  als  vooren 
verhnelt  uyt  de  eerste  ende  gereetste  goe- 

\,  deren  sullen  voor  afl'trccken  ende  genieten, 

ende  alsdan  comen  tot  de  deelinge  vant 
,  overige  des  boedels  in  voegen  gelyck  de 
erfgenaemen  hier  "boven  syn  genomineert 
en  gcinstitueert :  —  tgene  voors  :  is  verclaert 
sy,  comparante  ende  testatrice,  te  wesen 
haer  testament  laetst  ende  uyterste  wille, 
willende  ende  begeeren  dat  tselve  nae  haer 
1  overleyden  syn  volcomcn  cracht  ende  effect 

sorteren  sal  tsy  als  testament,  codicille,  clo- 

''/  \  natie,  gifte  uyt  saecke  des  doots,  off  anders 

soo  tselve  alderbest  sal  mogen  bestaen,  al- 
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I 
suitable ;  notwithstanding  that  certain  usa-  , ,         , 

ges,  required  by  law  or  custom,  may  not  have 

been   perfectly  observed  herein;  requesting  ' 

that  the  utmost  advantage  may  be  derived 

300]  herefrom  ;  and  that  one  or  more  copies  ', 

hereof,  in  the  customary  form,  may  be  made  '; 

and  delivered  by  me,  the  notary.     Thus  done 

and  executed,  at  the  house  of  the  testatrix  in  i 

the  village  of  Beverwyck  in  New  ISTetherland, 

in  presence  of  the  honorable  Ruth  Jacobse 

Van  Schoenderwoert  and  Evert  "Wendel,  old  ^    ,- 

magistrates,  called  and  invited  as  witnesses  l  v , 

hereto.  .     1 

This  mark  -f  A.  B  wa3  set  by 

Anneke    Janse     aforenamed 

with  her  own  hand. 

Ratyer  Jacobsen. 

Ecert  Janse  Wendel. 

D.  V.  Schellutne,  Not.  Pub. 

1CG3.  '      ! 
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waert  schoon  soo  dat  eenige  solemniteyten 
nae  rechten  ofte  'styl  vercyst  hier  urne  niet 
volcomen  mockte  wesen  geobserveert,  ver- 
soeckende  de  uyterste  benefitie  hier  van  te 
mogen  genieten  ende  by  my  notario  hier  van 
eremaeckt  ende  gelevert  te  werden  een  ofT 
meer  instrumenten  ingewoonlicker  forma. 

Aldus  gedaen  ende  gepasseert  ten  huyse 
van  testatrice  in  den  Dorpe  Beverwyck  in 
]ST.  Kederlant-  ter  presentie  van  de  E.  Ruth 
Jacobsen  Van  Schoendenvoert  en  Evert 
"Wendel  oude  commissarissen  als  getuygen 
hiertoe  versocht  en  geboden. 

Dit  merk  +  AB  is  gestelt  met 

eygen     hant     van    Annetie 

Janse  voorn'. 
Ruiger  Jacobsen 
Ewart  Janse  Wendel 

D.  V.  SCHBLLUYNE,  Not.  Pllb. 
1663. 
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It  seems  that  in  1671,  the  heirs  of  Anneke 
released  the  bouwery  in  New  York  to  Go- 
vernor Lovelace,  as  appears  by  the  record  and 
transfer  in  the  words  and  figures  following : 

"  Anno  1670-71,  March  9th,  Heere  Johan- 
nes Van  Brugh,  in  right  of  Catrina  Roeloff  '-, 
his  wife,  and  attorney  of  Pieter  Hartgers, 
William  Bogardus  for  himself  and  his  bro- 
thers Jan  Roeloflsen  and  Jonas  Bogardus, 
and  Cornelius  Van  Borsum,  in  right  of  Sara                   m      ' 
Roeloff  his  wife,  and  by  assignment  of  Peter                   ^     , 
Boo-ardus,  all  children  and  lawful  heirs  of  ) 
Aunetie  Roelofl',  late  widow  of  Dom*  Bogar-                  ,<; 
dus  deceased,  for  a  valuable  consideration, 
transported   and  made  over  unto  the  Right 
HonUe  Colonel  FrancisLovelace,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  their  farm  or  bouwery,  commonly 
called  or  known  by  the  name   of  Domine's 
bouwery,   lying  and  being   on    Manhattan's 
island,  towards  the  North  river,  the  quantity 
of  y9  land  amounting  to  about  sixty-two  acres,  )  ' 
as  in  the  former  grond  brief  from  Governor  ) 
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Stuyvesant,  bearing  date  the  4th  day  of  July, 
1651,  and  the  confirmation  thereupon  from 
Governor  R.  Nicolls,  bearing  date  y*  27th  of 
March,  16G7,  is  more  particularly  set  forth  — 
which  transport  was  signed  by  them  and 
acknowledged  before  the  alderman,  Mr.  Oloff- 
Stevensen  Van  Cortlandt  and  Mr.  John  Lau- 
rence." 

After  this  time,  the  tract  theretofore  known 
as  the  Domine's  bouwery,  andDomine's  hook 
became  a  part  of  the  Puke's  farm,  afterwards 
called  the  King's  farm,  and  finally  the  Queen's 
farm  ;  which  in  1705  Trinity  church  accepted 
and  received  by  letters  patent  and  grant  of 
Queen  Anne,  executed  by  Governor  Corn- 
bury,  was  delivered  by  him  to  the  corpora- 
tion of  that  church,  and  duly  recorded  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state.  In  that  instru- 
ment the  boundaries  are  rather  loosely  de- 
scribed as  the  Queen's  farm,  bounded  on  the 
east  partly  by  a  street  called  Broadway,  partly 
by  the  common,  and  partly  by  the  swamp, 
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Ou  the  west  side  by  Hudson's  river.  The 
church  seems  to  have  had  peaceable  posses- 
sion of  the  premises  until  the  close  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  when  Cornelius  Bogardus,  a 
descendant  in  the  third  generation  from  Cor- 
nells the  son  of  Anneke,  laid  claim  to  a  sixth 
part  of  the  church  farm  as  it  was  then  called, 
under  the  plea  that  his  ancestor  had  never 
transferred  his  right  and  portion  of  the  pre- 
mises. He  took  possession  of  a  house  on  the 
farm  and  built  a  fence  enclosing  a  portion  of 
it.  The  church  officers  employed  persons 
who  went  at  night  and  broke  down  the  fence 
and  burnt  it.  The  Bogardus  party  retaliated 
by  destroying  some  of  the  fences  of  the  church. 
The  church,  however,  was  too  powerful  for 
the  widow's  son,  aud  the  Bogarduses  moved 
to  a  respectful  distance  from  New  York,  aud 
left  the  church  triumphant  for  many  years. 

In  1830,  one  John  Bogardus  commenced 
an  action  to  recover  this  property ;  but  sig- 
nally failed,  although  a  vigorous  effort  was 
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made  for  the  attainment  of  his  object.  The 
report  of  the  case  occupies  130  pages  of  the 
4th  vol.  of  SandforcCs  Chancery  Itcports,  and 
the  chancellor's  opinion  on  the  case  closes 
with  these  words : 

"And  now  that  I  have  been  enabled  to 
examine  it  carefully,  and  with  due  reflec- 
tion, I  feel  bound  to  say,  that  a  plainer  case 
has  never  been  presented  to  me  as  a  judge. 
Were  it  not  for  the  uncommon  magnitude 
\  of  the  claim,  the  apparent  sincerity  and  zeal 

(  of  the  counsel  who  supported  it,  and  the  fact 

(of  which  I  have  been  oftentimes  admonished, 
by  personal  applications  on  their  behalf),  that 
the  descendants  of  Anneke  Jans,  at  this  day, 
are  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  in  number; 
I  should  not  have  deemed  it  necessary  to 
deliver  a  written  judgment  on  deciding  the 
cause. 

"  A  hearty  dislike  to  clothing  any  eleemo- 

)  synary  institution  with  either  great  power  or 

extensive  patronage,  and  a  settled  conviction 
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that  the  possession  by  a  single  religious  cor- 
poration, of  such  overgrown  estates  as  the  one 
in  controversy,  and  the  analogous  instance  of 
the  Collegiate  Dutch  Church,  is  pernicious  to 
the  cause  of  Christianity ;  have  disposed  rne  to 
give  an  earnest  scrutiny  to  the  defence  in  this 
case;  as,  in  the  instance  of  the  Dutch  Church, 
they  prompted  me,  in  my  capacity  of  counsel, 
to  more  zealous  efforts  ,to  overthrow  their 
title  to  the  lands  devised  by  John  Haberdinck. 
But  the  law  on  these  claims  is  well  settled  ; 
and  it  must  be  sustained,  in  favor  of  religious  < 

corporations  as  well  as  private  individuals. 
Indeed,  it  would  be  monstrous,  if,  after  a 
possession  such  as  has  beeu  proved  in  this  case, 
for  a  period  of  nearly  a  century  and  a  half, 
open,  notorious,  and  within  sight  of  the  tem- 
ple of  justice;  the  successive  claimants,  save 
one,  being  men  of  full  age,   and  the  courts  '. 

open  to  them  all  the  time  (except  for  seven  j 

years  of  war  and  revolution);  the   title  to  (     0 


lands  were  to  be  litigated  successfully,  upon 
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a  claim  which  has  been- suspended  for  five 
generations.  Few  titles  in  this  country 
would  be  secure  under  such  an  adminis- 
tration of  the  law;  and  its  adoption  would 
lead  to  scenes  of  fraud,  corruption,  foul  in- 
justice, and  legal  rapine,  for  worse  in  their 
consequences  upon  the  peace,  good  order,  and 
happiness  of  society,  than  external  war  or 
domestic  insurrection." 

Probably  more  than  a  hundred  books  and 
pamphlets  have  grown  out  of  this  contro- 
versy. A  catalogue  of  them  properly  com- 
piled would  form  an  interesting  bibliography. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  the  residence 
of  Anneke  at  the  time  of  her  death  was  the 
f  corner  of  State  and  James  streets.     The  au- 

thority for  it  is  a  deed  of  her  heirs  to  Dirck 
Ten  Broek  in  1663,  among  the  Dutch  records, 
in  the  county  clerk's  office.  It  is  inserted  as 
it  shows  the  form  of  contract  at  that  day, 
.*    >  being  the  common  forms  of  a  bill  of  sale,  in 

use  here  two  centuries  ago.  The  Dutch  sta- 
fF  4 
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tute3  and  forms  were  based  on  those  of  the 

Romans. 

Appeared  before  me  Johannes  Provoost,  in 

the    service   of  the   privileged   West   India 

Company,    clerk  and  vice-director   at   Fort 

Orange  and  the  village  of  Beverwyck,  the 

heirs  of  the  late  Annetien  Bogardus  of  the 

one  side  and  Dirk  Wesselse  of  the  other  side, 

who  declare  in  presence  of  the  afternamed 

witnesses,  that  in  friendship  and  amity,  they 

have  agreed  and  contracted  with  each  other 

a  \ 

that  the  aforesaid  heirs  (being  the  surviving 

*. 
children    of    said    Annetien   Bogardus,    de-  j 

ceased),  have  sold  to  said  Dirk  Wesselse,  as 
by  these  presents  they  do,  their  late  mother's 
house  and  lot  lying  in  the  village  of  Bever- 
wyck, adjoining  to  the  east  Jonas  and  Pieter 
Bogardus,  and  to  the  west  Evert  Janse  Wen- 
dels,1  the  same  lot  which  she  occupied  to  the 


1  Evert  Janse  was  the  progenitor  of  the  Wendels  in  this 
country,  and  his  house  and  lot  was  the  site  of  Hope  Bank. 
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clay  of  her  death ;  length  to  the  west  with 
the  house  live  rods  nine  feet,  and  to  the  east 
five  rods  eight  and  one  half  feet,  breadth  to 
the  north  two  rods  eight  and  a  half  feet,  and 
to  the  south  two  rods  seven  feet,  together 
with  a  shed  (a/dock)  to  the  east  side  of  said 
house,  that  has  been  rented  out  three  months 
to  the  date  of  this  purchase,  and  the  rent  of 
)  which   the   buyer   shall  receive;  for   which 

house  and  lot  the  said  Dirk  Wesselse,  as 
L     ,  buyer,  promises  to  pay  the  sum  of  one  thou- 

*•'  sand  guilders,1  payable  in  good  whole  mer- 

chantable beaver  skins,  at  eight  guilders  a 
piece,  in  three  installments;  the  first  imme- 
'  diately,  the  second  on  the  first  of  July,  1664, 

and  the  third  or  last  on  the  first  of  July,  1665, 
each  time  a  just  third  part  of  the  whole 
sum ;  the  buyer  shall,  with  the  first  payment, 
receive  the  aforesaid  house  and  lot,  and  in  the 
meantime  said  house  shall  be  occupied  at  his 
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risk,  also  with  the  last  payment  the  buyer 
shall  receive  a  proper  conveyance,  all  of 
which  the  parties  aforesaid  mutually  promise 
to  hold  good  and  true,  under  pledge  according 
to  law. 

Done  in  Beverwyck,  in  presence  of  Wouter 
Albertson  [Van  den  Uythooif]  and  David 
Provoost,  as  witnesses  hereto  called,  on  this 
21st  of  June,  A.  D.  1C63. 

tv.  bogardus. 

Jan  Roeloffse. 

Cornelius  Bogardus. 

by  order  of  the  other  heirs, 
Dirk  Wesselse  Ten  Broeck. 
Wouter  Alberts. 
David  JProvoosl. 

Acknowledged  before  me, 

JonANNES  Provoost,  Clerk. 


It  appears  that  in  July,  1667,  Ten  Broeck 
had  complied  with  the  terms  of  sale,  when 
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the  following  deed  was  executed,  which  being 
briefer  than  such  instruments  at  this  day  may 
be  of  some  interest. 

Appeared  before  us,  the  undersigned,  com- 
missarisen  of  Albany,  etc.,  Messrs.  Pieter 
Bogardus  and  Jonas  Bogardus,  for  them- 
selves, and  as  attorneys  for  Pieter  Ilartgers, 
Mr.  Johannes  Yan  Brugh,  Sara  Roeloffse, 
widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Ilans  Kierstede  in  his 
life  time,  chirurgeou,  Jan  Roeloflse,  "William 
Bogardus,  and  on  the  part  of  the  widow  of 
the  late  Cornelis  Bogardus,  all  children  and 
heirs  of  their  mother,  Annetie  Bogardus, 
who  declare,  by  reason  of  the  bill  of  sale,  of 
date  the  21st  of  June,  1663,  passed  before  the 
clerk,  Johannes  Provoost  and  certain  wit- 
nesses, and  by  virtue  of  patent  granted  first 
by  the  Heer  director  general  and  council  of 
New  Netherland,  of  date  the  23d  of  April, 
1652,  and  again  on  the  10th  of  this  month  of 
July,  by  the  right  honorable,  the  governor 
general  Richards  Nicolls,  that  in  true  rights, 
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free  ownership,  they  graut,  convey,  and  make 
over  by  these  presents  to  and  for  the  behoof 
of  Dirck  Wesselse  [Ten  Broeck,]  in  the  afore- 
named Annetie  Bogardus's  certain  house  and 
lot  standing  and  lying  here  in  Albany,  and 
occupied  by  said  Dirck  TVesselse,  bounded, 
built  upon,  and.  enclosed  both  in  breadth  and 
length  according  to  the  tenor  and  contents  of 
said  bill  of  sale  to  which  reference  is  here 
made,  without  the  grantors'  having  the  least 
claim  thereto  any  more,   likewise  acknow- 
ledging that  they  are  fully  paid  and  satisfied 
therefor,  the  last  penny  with  the  first,  and 
therefore  giving  plenum  actionem  cessam,  and 
full  power  to  the  aforesaid  Dirk  "Wesselse, 
his  heirs  and  successors  or  assigns,  to  dispose 
of  the  aforesaid  house  and  lot  as  he  could  do 
with  his  patrimonial    effects;  promising  to 
protect  and  free  the  same  from  all  trouble, 
actions,  liens,  and  claims  of  every  person,  as 
is  right,  and  further  never  more  to  do  nor 
suffer  anything  to  be  done  against  the  same, 
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either  -with  or  without  law,  in  any  manner, 
on  pledge  of  his  person  and  estate,  nothing 
excepted,  subject  to  all  laws  and  judges. 
Done  in  Albany  the  $  of  July,  1667. 

PlETER  BOGARDUS. 

Jonas  Bogardus. 
Teunis  Comelisse. 

Abram  Staes. 

In  my  presence, 

D.  V.  Schellutne,  Secretary, 
1667. 


